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A generally known method for enhancing the strength of sintered bodies 
includes the addition of a predetermined amount of impurities to a base material. 
The addition of the impurities can effectively suppress the growth of particles 
during a sintering operation. Another method for reinforcing the sintered bodies 
includes the coating of particles on the surface of the formed base material. The 
coated particles have an ion radius larger than that of the base material. This 
effectively promotes the substitution and the solid-solution formation for 
producing a compression stress in the surface area of the base material. 
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